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The University of Houston’s Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) accepts the need to
regulate access to food or water to motivate primates to participate in behavioral tasks. However, prior
to instituting food/water control, Principal Investigators (Pl) must consider alternatives to food or water
control and scientifically justify need in the IACUC-approved protocol. Any scheduling or control policy
must also be reported to USDA as an exemption on the Annual Report. Any policy wherein Nonhuman
Primates (NHP) do not receive a minimum amount of food and water daily (minimum amounts defined
below) must be additionally justified in the protocol and must be reported to USDA on the Annual Report
in Category E (experiencing unrelieved distress). The IACUC encourages investigators to provide food or
water in excess of these minimums whenever possible and to use the least food/water control that will
achieve the scientific objective.

DEFINITION OF FOOD OR WATER CONTROL

Depending on activity level, immature macaques require 110 kilocalories per kilogram of body weight,
and adult macaques require 65 kilocalories per kilogram of body weight for maintenance (Knapka 1995).
Water must be available at all times. Any animal that does not receive these minimum amounts of food
and ad libitum water every day is defined to be ‘Food-controlled or ‘Water-controlled. Furthermore,
animals may not be ‘food-controlled and ‘water-controlled’ simultaneously.

MINIMUM FOOD REQUIREMENTS

The IACUC requires immature macaques (juveniles <5 years old) that are food-controlled to receive a
minimum of 55kcal/kg of mean body weight per day and adult macaques to receive a minimum of
33kcal/kg of mean body weight per day. On each non-working day (for example, weekends), animals
should be provided with food at a minimum of 110 kcal/kg of mean body weight per day. For the
animals that are food-controlled, the investigator is required to enter the animal’s daily intake in the
Food Control Log attached to this document.

MINIMUM WATER REQUIREMENTS
In general, NHP fulfill their daily water requirements (sensible and insensible losses) with 20ml/kg body
weight. The IACUC requires that each NHP either earns or is supplemented to no less than 20mi/kg of
mean body weight each day. On each non-working day (for example, weekends), animals should be
provided with water at a minimum of 80ml/kg of mean body weight per day.

Water equivalents of fruit or vegetables maybe used to partially meet the NHP's fluid
requirements. As identified in people, 20% of the daily water intake is generally obtained from food (Food
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WATER CONTROL LOG
MEAN BODY WEIGHT

Principal Investigator: Protocol Number:

Animal ID: Bldg & Rm Number:

DATE WATER WATER NON-WATER  WEIGHT  INITIALS

Earned in  Supplemented  Supplements {(KG)
Lab in Cage (ml) {ml)*

Calculate fluid content of each fruit/vegetable provided if intended to meet minimums.
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